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A PHYSICIST EXAMINES THE KENNEDY ASSASSINATION FILM 

Luis W. Alvarez 

La^ence Berkeley Laboratoiy 
University of California 
Berkeley , California 94720 

Introduction; 

In the ele.» years since the Warren Cc™nissio„ pebitshej its 26 
VOI^ report on the assassination of President Kennedy, a controversy 
ns continued over the validity of ^e Coi^ssien's findings, hot., of 
OO and countless articles have been written to show, for eru.„le, that 
I^n Harve. Cwald had nothin* to do with the event, or that he was part of 
n conspiracy with the CIA or other parties in pla^iin* the assassination, 
one o the books, such as Mark Lane-’s "Rush to Judsenent,"^ were best 
sailers. „ect.*er 1966 fsRuire published an article^ listm* thirty-five 

ariation on the Warren Cawnissi...s official scenario of the assass'^a- ' 
tion. Ami since then, .^y .„re theories have appeared, 

in the li*ht of such a long histoo- of .settled controversy, the 
reader Might well wonder why ye. mother author wauld feel ^vod to write 
on the S^ject. .e reason are ,uite sl^let in the first place, 1 c„„: 

redd, and to hear on radio and television that ’’The laws of physics 

-- - 

ren Cc™,ussio„ places his assassin, bee .,a„ey Oswald, hehind hi 

such statements involve the backward snap of the Presldenfs head 

-Oiately after the shot ^t killed him. 1 will show, both theoretic:ily 

- ewperi^ntally. that such stat«hts are shw.ly incorrect: the laws of 
p ysics are more in accord with ^ 

,, , oonclusions of the Warren Co,,.,ission 

than they are with the theories of the critics. ■ . 
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Thus report was prepared as afi^,accpiin't^f/w^^ 

United States Government. Neith^fth 
Slate.? Energy Research and Devefopn?^1^^ 
their employees, nor any ofJih'eir-con[n^cioj^^^ 
their employees,- makes any wartahl^^'^dx^ 
any legal liabilitypr respon^hti^pi^^he .acetir^^ 
or usefulness, of any inforira%6r|^^^|ra 
disclosed, or represents tha^'^its^us^^ 
owned rights. V V 
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